
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: Ancient Egypt                                                                                           Unit # 4 

Target Course/Grade Level: Fifth Grade                                                                 Timeline: 5-6 weeks 

Unit Summary  

Students will explore how the geography of the Nile changes as the river runs its course and also about the 

first communities that appeared along this famous river. Students will evaluate the Nile River as a source 

of trade and communication, and investigate kinship in ancient Egypt. Next, students will compare and 

contrast the major accomplishments of the three kingdom periods and understand what characterized each 

kingdom. Later, students will explore Egyptian religion, including myths, gods, goddesses, afterlife, and 

this connection to Egyptians’ daily lives. In addition, students will learn about typical ancient Egyptian 

culture, how writing was used, and advances made in science and medicine.  

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21
st
 Century Life and Careers, and Technology 

21
st
 century themes and skills: Critical thinking, collaborative group problem solving, and effective 

communication skills. 

Unit Rationale 

The unit of ancient Egypt provides students with an in-depth look at one of our world’s first great 

civilizations. This unit offers a vivid illustration of the connection between geography and history using 

the Nile River. In addition, ancient Egypt and Nubia present early examples of the trading of goods, 

materials, food, and most importantly ideas. Due to the fact that many of ancient Egypt’s secrets are 

actively being uncovered by archeologists, scientists, and historians, this unit gives students a chance to act 

as true investigators of the past. Recent discoveries and the media’s fascination with this time period 

bestows many wonderful investigative opportunities for our students to learn not only about the pharaohs 

but about the skills and dedication needed to uncover history. 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues 

across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as 

socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, 

collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and 

workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

Content Statements 

Ancient river valley civilizations (e.g., Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus River [modern Pakistan and 

northwestern India], and, later, Yellow River Valley in China) developed due to favorable geographic 

conditions. They created centralized systems of government and advanced societies. 

 

The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the 

problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

 

Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups to achieve common goals with greater 

efficiency. 



 

Leadership abilities develop over time through participation in groups and/or teams that are engaged in 

challenging or competitive activities. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.2.8.A.2.a Explain why different ancient river valley civilizations developed similar forms of 

government. 

6.2.8.A.2.b Explain how codifying laws met the needs of ancient river valley societies.  

6.2.8.A.2.c Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of ancient river valley 

civilizations. 

6.2.8.B.2.a Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade 

networks, technological innovations, and the sustainability of ancient river valley 

civilizations.  

6.2.8.B.2.b Compare and contrast physical and political maps of ancient river valley civilizations and 

their modern counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; 

Indus River Valley and Modern Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and 

determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and now. 

6.2.8.C.2.a Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved 

weaponry, trade, and the development of a class system in ancient river valley 

civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.a Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various ancient 

river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.b Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in ancient 

river valley civilizations.  

6.2.8.D.2.c Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various ancient river valley civilizations 

and determine whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline. 

6.2.8.D.2.d Justify which of the major achievements of the ancient river valley civilizations represent 

the most enduring legacies. 

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact 

critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

9.1.8.C.2 Demonstrate the use of compromise, consensus, and community building strategies for 

carrying out different tasks, assignments, and projects. 

9.1.8.C.3 Model leadership skills during classroom and extra-curricular activities. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 How did physical geography affect the 

development and growth of this society and 

other societies around the world? 

 How did this society’s belief system affect its 

historical accomplishments? 

 What were the beliefs and values of people in 

this society? 

 What types of governments were formed in this 

society and how did they develop? 

 How did this society develop and organize its 

economic activities? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 The Nile River provided the ancient Egyptian and 

Nubian peoples with water, food, fertile soil, and 

other materials. 

 The Nile River and its valley were central trade 

routes for Egyptians and Nubians. 

 Egyptian kings had absolute power and were 

thought to be gods. 

 Egyptians were deeply religious and believed in 

several gods and goddesses. 

 Egyptians believed in life after death and carefully 

prepared their dead for the afterlife. 

 The Egyptian social order resembled a pyramid, 

with the pharaoh at the top, and the largest class, 

the peasants, at the base. 

 The ancient Egyptians used a pictorial writing 



system similar to that used in Mesopotamian 

civilization. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Apply map skills by identifying significant locations in ancient Egypt and Nubia. 

 Analyze the challenges and benefits of living along the Nile River. 

 Organize information about Egypt three kingdom periods. 

 Illustrate the vital resources obtained by the Egyptians and Nubians from their physical surroundings. 

 Devise a step-by-step method for mummification. 

 Synthesize features of the different ancient Egyptian social classes. 

 Evaluate the influence of ancient Egyptian science and medicinal accomplishments. 

 Determine the role of slavery in the daily life of ancient Egypt. 

 Construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras. 

 Explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

 Select and use various geographic representations to compare information about people, places, regions, 

and environments. 

 Use maps and other documents to explain historical migration of people, expansion and disintegration of 

empires, and growth of economic and political systems. 

 Compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical events. 

 Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and prejudice in documents, media, and computer-

generated information. 

 Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or position in a 

written and/or oral format. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

Options include: 

 

 

1. Students will create a diorama that models as a relic/artifact for the Museum of Natural History 

from ancient Egypt. Students will need to create a three-dimensional artifact and an accompanying 

“Museum Card” that explains the history of the artifact. 

 

2. Students can choose one important topic in the history of Egypt and conduct a short research 

project on it and present their discoveries as a written paper, poster, or Power Point presentation. 

 

3. Students work independently or in groups to research one kingdom or one prominent figure in 

ancient Egypt. Students can create an Egyptian style palette to display images and text explaining 

what they learned about the kingdom or figure they researched. 

 

4. Students can construct a comprehensive timeline of ancient Egypt and include both visuals and 

text that explain major events, leaders, and discoveries of the era. 

 

 

 

 



Equipment needed: History of Our World, construction paper, art supplies, poster paper, online 

databases, computer lab/laptop cart, library books, textbook DVD, SMARTBoard, Microsoft PowerPoint, 

Microsoft Word. 

Teacher Instructional Resources: History of Our World Teacher’s Edition, grading rubric, see 

technology resources below 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Speech/Story from the Perspective of…. 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Section Quizzes 

 Outlining 

 Timelines 

 Map Skills 

 Vocabulary Term Exercises 

 Storyboard 

 Holding a Court Trial 

 Summative Essay 

 Research Papers 

 Drawing Conclusions from a Video (Active 

Listening Guides) 

 Illustration 

 PowerPoint Presentations 

 Venn Diagrams 

 Newspaper Article 

 Writing a Song/Poem About… 

 Writing a Recommendation… 

 Developing a Group Discussion 

 Design an ancient artifact 

 SMARTBoard Team Quiz Show 

 Unit Test (multiple choice, short answer, essay) 

 

Integration of Technology: 

Use of the following resources: Smart Board, Microsoft PowerPoint, Microsoft Word, laptops, online 

databases, textbook, short film clips, web quests, etc. 

 Students will access primary source work to analyze and interpret information. 

 Students will draw conclusions from an interactive map. 

 Students will utilize technological resources in order to create, explain, summarize, and validate 

information. 

 Students will work cooperatively with teammates to test their knowledge using the SMARTBoard 

Quiz Show. 

 Students will use active listening guides to analyze video clips from both the textbook and other 

websites, if available. 

 Students will explore the process of constructing a pyramid through an online web quest. 

 Students will use active listening guides to analyze information from a video. 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

 

http://egypt.mrdonn.org/ 

www.pearsonsuccess.com 

http://www.eyelid.co.uk/k-q-menu.htm 

http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/special/hieroglyphs/kamose.html 

http://users.wcvt.com/tiggr/ 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/pyramid/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/interactive/games/pyramid_challenge/index_embed.shtml 

 



Opportunities for Differentiation:  

This unit includes a variety of activities for different types and levels of learners. Specifically, these 

activities help scaffold higher-level thinking and address the needs of multiple intelligences and various 

types of learners. 

 Students can work in pairs or small groups to create a rough map that shows the course of the Nile 

from East Africa to the Mediterranean Sea. 

 Students can create a table to help them organize information about the three kingdoms. Columns 

should be labeled Old Kingdom, Middle Kingdom, and New Kingdom. Students will paraphrase 

the subsections as they read. 

 Students can listen to the Student Edition on Audio CD as they read along in the textbook. Check 

for comprehension by pausing the CD and asking students to share their answers to the reading 

checks. 

 Working in pairs or groups, have students do research in the library or online to find out what 

kinds of crops the Mesopotamians grew. Then have each pair or group create a poster showing the 

crops and their uses. Poster should include photos or drawings of the type of grain, vegetable, or 

fruit, how it was grown, and what it was used for. 

 Have students research and create a timeline showing important events in ancient Egypt from 3100 

B.C.E. to 332 B.C.E. 

 Students will create flash cards or a vocabulary list of words they encounter frequently as they 

read, especially key vocabulary terms. 

 Utilize peer/buddy reading to complete small group/pair reading and other activities. 

 Outlining key aspects of the unit will help assist learners understand main ideas, connections, and 

important supporting details. 

Teacher Notes: 

This unit may require additional time due to the amount of teaching resources that are available and 

desirable to integrate into the curriculum. Students are motivated to learn when they are put into the 

position of “mummy chaser” or “tomb raider.” This unit is easy to make fun and exciting; lots of 

opportunities for technology integration. 

 


